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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOUTH 
BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  1964. 

As  has  been  so  for  many  years  past,  the  total  population  of 
the  joint  area  has  increased.  The  pattern  of  the  increase  was, 
however,  in  1964,  different  from  that  of  previous  occasions. 
Bradfield  Rural  District  has  again  shown  a  large  increase  in  num¬ 
bers — 1,740  in  fact — an  increase  of  5\%.  Of  the  other  areas  only 
Newbury  Borough  has  increased  in  population,  but  by  under  2%. 

Nevertheless  in  each  of  the  four  districts  the  births  have 
exceeded  the  deaths.  The  drop  in  the  number  of  persons  living 
in  Newbury  Rural  District  and  Hungerford  Rural  District  must, 
therefore,  be  due  to  emigration  from  the  area.  A  large  part  of  this 
exodus  must  be  accounted  for  by  the  closure  of  Greenham  Com¬ 
mon  Air  Base  and  the  departure  from  the  district  of  American 
Service  personnel  and  their  families. 

The  table  of  causes  of  death  tells  its  own  melancholy  tale 
without  need  for  much  comment  from  me.  The  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation  stay  well  in  the  lead  as  a  cause  of  death  and 
with  the  present  confused  state  of  knowledge  about  the  causes  of 
this  group  of  disease  it  is  difficult  to  see  any  prospect  of  either 
dramatic  or  imminent  decrease  in  the  menace  of  these  insidious 
ailments. 

It  is,  I  think,  instructive  to  compare  two  sets  of  figures  in  this 
same  table.  These  are  the  deaths  attributable  to  tuberculosis  and 
those  due  to  malignant  neoplasm  (otherwise  called  cancer)  of  the 
lung. 


Tuberculosis  is  an  object  lesson  in  the  results  of  co-operation 
among  the  various  social  and  medical  services.  No  single  factor 
can  be  picked  out  as  the  turning  point  in  the  anti-tuberculosis 
struggle.  Possibly  the  drugs  which  have  become  available  for  the 
treatment  of  the  disease  in  the  post-war  years  are  the  most 
strikingly  obvious  advance.  But  these  drugs  on  their  own  would 
certainly  not  have  been  the  answer.  Already  their  efficacy  is 
threatened  in  some  instances  by  the  development  of  resistant 
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strains  of  tuberculosis  germs.  Had  not  the  many  other  facets  of 
the  history  of  the  disease  taught  their  lessons  adequately  there 
would  again  be  the  possibility  of  tuberculosis  accounting  for 
numbers  such  as  those  of  the  immediate  pre-war  years  when  deaths 
from  this  disease  within  the  four  areas  now  making  up  the  joint 
area  between  1934  and  1939  averaged  over  19  per  year,  with,  it 
must  be  remembered  a  much  smaller  population  than  today. 

Due  gratitude  must  be  given  to  those  responsible  for  the 
improved  housing,  with  consequent  minimisation  of  the  danger  of 
person  to  person  spread  of  the  disease;  to  those  responsible  for 
earlier  case  finding  with  mass  miniature  radiography;  to  those 
responsible  for  the  wider  use  of  B.C.G.  vaccine,  in  particular  in 
view  of  the  large  numbers  with  whom  they  deal,  the  school  health 
service;  and  to  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  long,  tedious, 
frustrating,  uphill  struggle  of  health  education,  who  by  their 
efforts  have  achieved  a  change  of  attitude  to  this  disease  which 
has  enabled  the  sufferers  not  only  to  derive  full  benefit  from  the 
services  available  to  them  but  has  also  helped  to  reduce  the  danger 
of  spread  of  the  disease.  A  concrete  but  significant  sign  of  their 
efforts  can  be  seen  by  noting  how  few  people  now  spit  in  the 
streets  as  compared  with  the  numbers  which  I  can  recall  in  my 
own  childhood. 

Above  all  I  feel  that  gratitude  should  be  given  to  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officers  who  although  now  roses  by  other  names,  are  still 
as  valuable  and  active  as  ever  in  their  approach  to  the  general 
problem  rather  than  to  the  chest  alone,  which  is  implied  by  their 
present  title. 

The  comparison  with  lung  cancer  is  significant  in  that  the 
deaths  from  this  condition  now  are  far  in  excess  of  the  tuberculosis 
deaths.  Yet  we  have  as  clear  cut  a  cause  for  this  type  of  cancer 
as  for  tuberculosis.  Certainly  cigarette  smoking  is  not  the  sole 
cause  of  lung  cancer.  But  neither  was  the  tubercle  bacillus  the 
sole  cause  of  tuberculosis.  The  overcrowded  housing,  the  poor 
diet,  the  lack  of  adequate  recreational  facilities  all  were  contribu¬ 
tory  factors.  But  by  eliminating  cigarette  smoking  one  would  be 
taking  a  step  comparable  with  the  discovery  of  the  anti-tuberculous 
drugs.  No  statutory  action  can,  or  even  in  my  opinion  should,  be 
taken  to  enforce  an  abolition  of  this  expensive  habit.  Such  aboli¬ 
tion  can  only  be  brought  about  by  the  education  of  the  public, 
which  1  have  already  described  as  a  process  which  is  tedious, 
frustrating  and  uphill.  But  I  am  sure  that  the  time  will  come 
when  it  is  considered  as  reprehensible  to  be  seen  smoking  as  it  is 
nowadays  to  be  seen  spitting  in  public. 

The  table  of  infectious  diseases  does  not  show  one  incident 


3 


which  is  illustrative  of  a  problem  of  wider  significance.  The  very 
absence  of  this  incident  from  the  table  is  of  itself  of  some  interest 
as  it  shows  how  minimal  is  the  value  of  notification  as  a  measure 
designed  to  control  infectious  disease. 

The  incident  in  question  was  one  in  which  over  100  boys  at 
a  boarding  school  in  the  district  were  stricken  with  diarrhoea  or 
vomiting  or  both.  So  striking  was  the  sudden  onset  of  this  illness 
that  the  general  practitioner  concerned  telephoned  to  this  office, 
which  is  obviously  the  sensible  thing  to  do,  rather  than  go  through 
the  formality  and  delay  of  written  notification. 

The  significance  of  the  disease  itself  is  that  it  was  a  type  of 
food  poisoning.  This  particular  type  of  food  poisoning  can 
generally  be  traced  to  a  meat  meal  and  certainly  there  was 
adequate  evidence  that  such  a  meal  was  responsible  on  this 
occasion.  What  is  of  particular  value,  is  to  note  that  this  meat 
meal  was  prepared  from  meat  which  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
was  wholesome.  Without  an  unfortunate  concurrence  of  circum¬ 
stances  it  would  have  been  prepared  and  eaten  without  ill-effect  to 
anyone.  I  need  hardly  say  that  advice  has  been  given  in  an 
attempt  to  ensure  that  these  circumstances  cannot  again  cause 
such  an  outbreak  of  illness. 

But  nevertheless  such  an  incident  arose  in  spite  of  the  vigil¬ 
ance  of  the  public  health  inspectors  at  the  slaughterhouse.  There 
was,  in  fact,  absolutely  no  way  in  which  the  defect  in  this  meat 
could  have  been  detected  by  them  during  routine  meat  inspection. 
However  meticulous  and  however  thorough  the  standard  of  meat 
inspection — and  in  your  own  district,  where  almost  without  excep¬ 
tion  the  only  slaughtering  is  in  or  near  Newbury,  it  is  of  the  highest 
possible  standard — it  is  possible  for  meat  to  be  passed  on  to  the 
public  in  a  potentially  harmful  state.  Only  by  attention  to  the 
principles  of  good  housekeeping  and  kitchen  practice  can  such  meat 
be  safely  cooked  and  eaten. 

This  is  one  of  the  instances  when  the  public  must  look  to 
their  own  standards  and  habits  rather  than  relying  on  the 
“authority”  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  word  to  look  after  their 
interests.  This  reliance  on  the  “authority”  or  the  “council”  is 
something  which  is  repeatedly  found  in  public  health  work.  No¬ 
where  is  it  more  noticeable  than  in  dealing  with  the  elderly. 

It  is  a  commonplace  to  be  asked  to  arrange  for  the  removal 
of  an  old  person  from  her  home  (and  the  feminine  possessive 
adjective  is  used  deliberately  as  it  is  certainly  my  clinical  impres¬ 
sion  that  it  is  predominantly  old  ladies  who  are  lonely  and  help¬ 
less).  Such  requests  are  frequently  from  relatives  of  these  old 
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people  who  would  prefer  the  “Council”  to  take  on  the  responsibility 
for  their  parents  rather  than  accept  what  can  often  be  truthfully 
said  to  be  a  duty  and  even  a  burden — not  necessarily  financial — 
which  they  should  bear  themselves. 

Less  frequent  but  not  by  any  means  a  rarity  is  the  request  that 
such  old  people  should  be  forced  to  leave  their  homes  against 
their  will.  As  you  will  well  know  there  is  power  to  do  this  but 
fortunately  such  extreme  measures  are  seldom  needed.  But  the 
very  existence  of  requests  for  those  in  authority  to  take  such 
measures  is  in  itself  a  sad  reflection  on  the  abrogation  by  some 
people  of  their  own  responsibilities  in  favour  of  a  necessarily  more 
impersonal  action  by  the  local  authority  and  its  officers. 

It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that  for  some  purposes  it  is 
right  that  the  authority  should  assume  an  overall  responsibility 
and  one  glaring  example  of  an  omission  to  accept  such  a  duty  is 
the  failure  to  adjust  the  fluorine  level  of  water  supplies  to  one 
part  per  million.  I  have  no  intention  of  reiterating  the  values  and 
the  safety  factors  of  such  a  measure  but  hope  I  may  be  allowed 
once  more  to  express  my  personal  opinion  that  such  an  adjust¬ 
ment  of  fluorine  content  is  long  overdue. 

But  such  striking  examples  of  the  power  of  the  local  authority 
to  accept  an  almost  total  responsibility  for  any  aspect  of  health 
are  few.  The  final  decision  and  action  on  most  health  matters 
must  always  be  with  the  individual  and  the  general  public  with 
help  and  guidance  from  those  in  authority.  The  public  are  them¬ 
selves  their  own  protectors  and  they  alone  can  make  or  mar  the 
greater  part  of  their  health  future. 

I  have  already  paid  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  public  health 
inspectors  in  the  realm  of  meat  inspection.  Their  own  sections 
of  this  report  tell  of  their  efforts  and  achievements  in  other  fields. 
But  I  would  like  at  a  purely  personal  level  to  thank  them,  and  all 
the  other  officers  of  the  four  authorities  for  their  help  during  the 
year. 


1  would  also  like  to  thank  the  Committee  for  their  help,  for 
their  tolerance  and  for  their  advice. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  HANDY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


District 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and 
Inland  Water) 

Estimated 

Population 

Persons 
per  Acre 

Newbury  Borough 

2,612 

21,380 

8.0 

Bradfield  Rural 

53,008 

33,550 

0.6 

Newbury  Rural 

41,660 

21,170 

0.5 

Hungerford  Rural 

44,817 

10,130 

0.2 

Joint  Districts 

142,097 

86,230 

0.6 

Area 

Births 

Deaths 

Population 
Change 
(+  or  -) 

Births 

Minus 

Deaths 

Newbury  Borough 

383 

270 

+  370 

113 

Bradfield  R.D. 

713 

236 

+  1740 

477  ' 

Newbury  R.D. 

444 

190 

-790 

254 

Hungerford  R.D. 

185 

107 

-320 

78 

Joint  Districts 

1725 

803 

+  1000 

922 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births  and  Deaths 

The  following  table  shows  the  totals  of  births  and  deaths  and  the 
rates  per  thousand  appropriate  population.  The  corresponding  figures  for 
1963  are  in  brackets. 


District 

Number  of 

Live  Births 

Live  Births 
Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Tnfant  Deaths 
per  1.000 
live  Births 

Newbury  Borough 
Bradfield  Rural 
Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 

383  (427) 

713  (747) 

444  (433) 

185  (172) 

18.3  (20.7) 

21.3  (21.4) 
20.5  (19.3) 
19.9  (17.9) 

10.7  (10.1) 

7.0  (10.2) 
10.0  (8.5) 

8.5  (8.7) 

26.1  (9.4) 
14.0  (6.7) 

9.0  (13.9) 

16.2  (17.4) 

Joint  Districts 

1725  (1779) 

20.0  (20.8) 

9.3  (9.5) 

15.7  (10.1) 

Newbury 

Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Newbury  Hungerford  Joint 

Rural  Rural  Districts 

Illegitimate  live  births 

per  cent,  total  live  births  8.4  (6.1) 

6.0  (5.9) 

6.5  (6.7)  7.0  (7.0)  7.1  (6.2) 

District 

Still-births 

Total  live  and 
still-births 

Still 

birth  rate 

Neo-natal 
death  rate 

Newbury  Borough 
Bradfield  Rural 
Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 

6  (8) 

15  (9) 

5  (9) 

-  (5) 

389  (435) 

728  (756) 

449  (442) 

185  (177) 

15.4  (18.4) 
20.6  (11.9) 
11.1  (20.3) 

—  (28.2) 

23.5  (9.4) 
9.8  (6.7) 
4.5  (9.2) 

—  (11.6) 

Joint  Districts 

26  (31) 

1751  (1816) 

14.8  (17.2) 

10.4  (8.4) 

District 

Early  Neo-natal 
death  rate  1  ' 

Peri'-natal  death 
rate 

Newbury  Borough 
Bradfield  Rural 
Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 

18.3  (7.0) 

9.8  (6.7) 

4.5  (9.2) 

—  (11.6) 

33.4  (25.3) 
30.3  .(.18.5) 

1 5.6  (29.4) 

:  — ,  (39.6) 

Joint  Districts 

... 

9.3  (7.9) 

.  .  '  ?  >  'u  f  ,•>;  • . 

District 

Total 

Infant 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
Infants  under 

4  weeks  of  age 

Legitimate 

Infant 
death  rate 

Illegitimate 
Infant 
death  rate 

Newbury  Borough 
Bradfield  Rural 
Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 

10  (4) 
10  (5) 

4  (6) 

3  (3) 

9  (4) 

7  (5) 

2  (4) 

(2) 

28.5  (7.5) 

13.4  (7.1) 

9.6  (9.9) 

11.5  (18.6) 

(38.5) 
23.3  (  —  ) 
(68.9) 
>  90.9  (  — ) 

Joint  Districts 

27  (18) 

18  (15) 

15.6 

(8.8) 

17.4  (27.0) 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  in  this  category  in  any  of  the  four  areas. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

_ (Figures  for  1963  are  in  brackets). _ 

Hunger-  Total 

DEATHS:  Newbury  Bradfield  Newbury  ford  (all 

Borough  Rural  Rural  Rural  areas) 


Tuberculosis, 


respiratory 

— 

(2) 

— 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

3 

(5) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

1 

(-) 

— 

0) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

1 

0) 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

Meninggococcai 

infections  . 

— 

0) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(--) 

- — 

0) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

Measles  . 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases 

— 

0) 

— 

(3) 

1 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

1 

(5) 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

stomach  . 

4 

(4) 

8 

(9) 

9 

(5) 

1 

(2) 

22 

(20) 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

lung  bronchus 

9 

(7) 

14 

(15) 

8 

(5) 

9 

(6) 

40 

(33) 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

breast  . 

4 

(7) 

10 

(4) 

4 

(7) 

— 

(2) 

18 

(20) 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

uterus  . 

3 

(1) 

1 

0) 

3 

(3) 

— 

(1) 

7 

(6) 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

28 

(18) 

28 

(38) 

27 

(19) 

7 

(10) 

90 

(85) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

3 

(2) 

3 

(3) 

— 

(2) 

— 

(1) 

6 

(8) 

Diabetes  . 

3 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

6 

(1) 

Vascular  lesions  of  ner- 

vous-systems — stroke 

56 

(43) 

33 

(33) 

33 

(28) 

19 

(15) 

141 

(119) 

Coronary  disease, 

angina  . 

47 

(45) 

55 

(48) 

22 

(26) 

19 

(17) 

143 

(136) 

Hypertension  with 

heart  disease 

3 

(2) 

6 

0) 

5 

(4) 

2 

(5) 

16 

(12) 

Other  heart  disease 

36 

(35) 

18 

(23) 

28 

(25) 

12 

(19) 

94  (102) 

Other  circulatory 

disease  . 

10 

(13) 

4 

(13) 

4 

(7) 

9 

(8) 

27 

(41) 

Influenza  . , 

— 

(5) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(5) 

Pneumonia  . 

16 

(16) 

12 

(18) 

9 

(9) 

7 

(6) 

44 

(49) 

Bronchitis  . 

8 

(13) 

5 

01) 

3 

(3) 

6 

(7) 

22 

(34) 

Other  disease  of 

respiratory  system 

4 

(1) 

2 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

8 

(5) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum 

— 

(5) 

— 

(2) 

— 

(2) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(9) 

Gastritis,  entertis  and 

diarrhoea  . 

— 

(1) 

1 

(2) 

— 

(1) 

1 

(— ) 

2 

(4) 

Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

1 

(-) 

— 

(2) 

— 

(1) 

— 

(1) 

1 

(4) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

(4) 

— 

(3) 

— 

(2) 

— 

(3) 

1 

(12) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion  . 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

Congenital 

malformations 

5 

(2) 

5 

(2) 

3 

(1) 

— 

(1) 

13 

(6) 

Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases  ... 

15 

(ID 

18 

(24) 

15 

(9) 

5 

(6) 

53 

(50) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

(4) 

5 

(6) 

6 

(3) 

3 

(1) 

20 

(14) 

All  other  accidents 

4 

(4) 

2 

(5) 

6 

(4) 

2 

(1) 

14 

(14) 

Suicide  . 

3 

(2) 

4 

(3) 

1 

(— ) 

I 

(— ) 

9 

(5) 

Homicide  and 

operations  of  war 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

All  causes  . 2 

70  (249) 

236  (274) 

10 

190  (169) 

107 

(114) 

803 

(806) 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  in  each  district  during  1964. 


Disease 

Newbury  Bradfield 
Borough  Rural 

Hunger- 

ford 

Rural 

Newbury 

Rural 

Total 

All 

Areas 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— _ 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

7 

— 

1 

3 

Erysipelas  . 

— - 

i 

— 

— 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid)  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  ... 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

i 

— 

- — 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

ii 

— 

— 

11 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2 

8 

1 

2 

13 

Measles  . 

6 

121 

1 

5 

133 

Whooping  Cough  . 

21 

39 

28 

31 

119 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

4 

8 

2 

9 

23 

Other  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Anthrax  . 

— - 

— - 

— - 

— 

— 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

These  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  under  Part  ill  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Newbury  Health  Sub-Committee  is  responsible  for  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  prophylaxis  within  the  Borough  of  Newbury. 

Immunisation  is  performed  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  by  the 
general  practitioners,  who  are  also  in  the  main  responsible  for  smallpox 
vaccination. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  is  carried  out  by  general  practitioners  and 
also  at  ad  hoc  clinics. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1964 


Number  of  Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria 

(Figures  for  1963  in  brackets) 


District 

Under  1 

Over  1  but 
Under  5 

5- 

-15 

Total 

Newbury  Borough: 

Primary  . 

.  270  (103) 

177  (180) 

6 

(3) 

453  (286) 

Booster  . 

•  —  (— ) 

203  (16) 

88 

(73) 

291  (89) 

Bradfield  Rural: 

Primary  . 

.  444  (136) 

216  (367) 

18 

(8) 

678  (511) 

Booster  . 

.  -  (20) 

366  (139) 

53 

(433 

419  (202) 

Newbury  Rural: 

Primary  . 

.  265  (84) 

129  (181) 

4 

(2) 

398  (267) 

Booster  . 

•  -  (-) 

112  (32) 

19 

(51) 

131  (83) 

Hungerford  Rural: 

Primary  . 

86  (29) 

66  (67) 

7 

(2) 

159  (98) 

Booster  . 

•  -  (— ) 

41  (5) 

11 

(12) 

52  (17) 

The  following 

table  shows  i 

the  total  number 

of  Primary  Diphtheria 

immunisation  carried  out  in  the  four  areas  during  the  last  ten  years. 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Newbury  Borough 

Under  5 

• 

• 

215 

236 

275 

270 

277 

282 

341 

328 

283 

447 

5—15 

8 

13 

3 

1 

1 

X. 

30 

5 

3 

73 

Bradfield  Rural: 

Under  5 

261 

238 

249 

383 

435 

303 

423 

462 

503 

660 

5—15 

79 

9 

6 

— 

23 

21 

10 

9 

8 

18 

Newbury  Rural: 

Under  5 

157 

220 

200 

205 

300 

250 

315 

228 

265 

394 

5—15 

4 

9 

1 

— 

- — • 

— 

5 

2 

2 

4 

Hungerford  Rural 

Under  5 

• 

» 

137 

103 

94 

92 

87 

93 

153 

104 

96 

152 

5—15 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

X. 

3 

2 

7 

Total 

861 

830 

830 

951 

1 123 

951 

1279 

1141 

1162 

1755 
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VACCINATION,  1964 

(Figures  for  1963  in  brackets). 


Over  1  but 

District  Under  I  Under  5  5—15  Total 


Newbury  Borough: 


Primary  . 

..  211  (103) 

56 

(19) 

10 

(4) 

277 

(126) 

Re-Vaccination 

. .  —  (— ) 

5 

(4) 

124 

(2) 

129 

(6) 

Bradfield  Rural: 

Primary  . 

..  308  (359) 

84 

(48) 

29 

(6) 

421 

(413) 

Re-Vaccination 

. .  —  (— ) 

2 

(— ) 

147 

(14) 

149 

(14) 

Newbury  Rural: 

Primary  . 

..  216  (106) 

70 

(40) 

9 

(1) 

295 

(147) 

Re-Vaccination 

•  —  (— ) 

26 

(2) 

130 

(10) 

156 

(12) 

Hungerford  Rural: 

Primary  . 

87  (49) 

33 

(16) 

1 

jL 

(— ) 

1 22 

(65) 

Re-Vaccination 

.  •  -  (— ) 

— 

(1) 

19 

(6) 

19 

(7) 

Total  . 

.  822  (617) 

276 

(130) 

470 

(43) 

1568  (790) 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Children  who  during  the  past 
eight  years  were  vaccinated  when  under  one  year  of  age. 

District 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961  1 

962 

1963 

1964 

Newbury  Borough 

171 

219 

175 

230 

311 

75 

103 

211 

Bradfield  Rural 

221 

309 

329 

303 

353 

236 

359 

308 

Newbury  Rural 

195 

191 

233 

291 

236 

84 

106 

216 

Hungerford  Rural 

75 

i  10 

95 

84 

108 

36 

49 

87 

Total 

...  662 

829 

832 

908 

1008 

431 

617 

822 
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Number  of  Vaccinations  carried  out  in  infants  under  one  year,  compared 

with  the  annual  number  of  births. 


Area 

Year 

Live  Births 

Vaccinations 

Percentage 

Newbury  Borough  ... 

1961 

360 

311 

86.4 

1962 

421 

75 

17.8 

1963 

427 

103 

24.1 

1964 

383 

211 

55.1 

Bradfield  R.D.C. 

1961 

592 

353 

59.7 

1962 

666 

236 

35.4 

1963 

747 

359 

48.1 

1964 

713 

308 

43.2 

Newbury  R.D.C. 

1961 

401 

236 

58.4 

1962 

412 

84 

20.4 

1963 

433 

106 

24.5 

1964 

444 

216 

48.7 

Hungerford  R.D.C.  ... 

1961 

165 

108 

65.4 

1962 

155 

36 

23.3 

1%3 

172 

49 

28.5 

1964 

185 

87 

47.0 

Joint  District  . 

1961 

1518 

1008 

66.4 

1962 

1654 

431 

26.0 

1963 

1779 

617 

34.7 

1964 

1725 

822 

47.7 

NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1964 


Age 

Newbury 

Bradfield 

Newbury 

Hungerford 

Periods 

Borough 

Rural 

Rural 

Rural 

Non- 

Non- 

Non- 

Non- 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

0  —  1 
1  —  5 


5—10  I  —  —  1 

10  —  15 


15 

—  20  1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

20 

—  25 

1 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

25 

—  35  1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

35 

—  45 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

45 

—  55 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

55 

—  65  — 

- — - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 

&  upward  1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  4 

9 

8 

— 

9 

— 

— 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
(respiratory  and  non-respiratory)  which  have  occurred  in  the  four  areas 
during  the  last  ten  years. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

1955 

43 

7 

50 

1956 

60 

7 

67 

1957 

44 

8 

52 

1958 

35 

3 

38 

1959 

25 

3 

28 

1960 

24 

1 

25 

1961 

30 

2 

32 

1962 

17 

1 

18 

1963 

26 

1 

27 

1964 

23 

9 

25 
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NEWBURY  BOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

for  the  year 
1964 
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STAFF 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

j.  HAGUE,  F.A.P.H.I. 

Qualifications: 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 

Institute  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Food. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  G.  J.  WICKENS,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Qualifications:  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 


Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Joint  Board  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Food. 

Technical  Assistant: 

A.  R.  FLORANCE. 

(Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963) 

(July  to  November,  1965). 

Shorthand-Typist: 

Mrs.  M.  H.  FRENCH. 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


HOUSING 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT 
HOUSES  ELSEWHERE. 

Return  for  Year  1964. 


A1  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


In  Clearance  Areas 

(Housing  Act,  1957) 

Houses 

demolished 

Displaced 
during  year 
Persons  Families 

(1) 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation... 

— 

39 

22 

(2) 

Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

(3) 

Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43  (2).  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

— 

— 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

(4) 

As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17  (1), 
Housing  Act,  1957 

50 

45 

19 

(5) 

Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  M.O.H. 

— 

— 

— 

(6) 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken 
under  local  Acts 

(7) 

Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 
Orders 

— 

— 

— 

A.2 

Number  of  dwellings  included 
above  which  were  previously 
reported  as  closed 

12 

R.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

(8) 

Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1),  and 
35(1),  Housing  Act,  1957 

Number 

12 

27 

12 

(9) 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 
Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

• — - 

— 

(10) 

Parts  of  buildings  dosed  under  Sec¬ 
tion  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 

— 

— 

— 
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C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 
WERE  REMEDIED 


(11) 

After  informal  action  by  local 
authority 

By  Owner 

22 

By  local 
Authority 

(12) 

After 

formal  notice  under 

(a) 

Public  Health  Acts 

1 

— 

(b) 

Sections  9  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1957  . 

1 

— 

(13) 

Under 

Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957 

— - 

— 

D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

Position  at  end  of  1964: — 


Number  of  separate 
Number  dwellings  contained 
of  Houses  in  column  (1) 

(14)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation  (1)  (2) 

(a)  Under  Section  48  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2)  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Under  Section  46 


(15)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 
under  Section  34  or  35 


E.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT 


(16) 


Number  of  occupants 
Number  of  of  houses  in 
Houses  column  (1) 

(1)  (2) 


Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clear¬ 
ance  Orders  or  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  purchased  in  the 
year  1964 


Housing  Act,  1957. 

Sub-Standard  Housing: 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  eighteen  houses  during  the 
year,  and  undertakings  not  to  re-let  in  respect  of  four  houses  for  human 
habitation  were  agreed.  Fifty  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  and 
twelve  were  closed  and  not  re-let  for  human  habitation. 
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Re-housing: 

Fifty-one  of  the  families  living  in  houses  which  were  the  subject  of 
action  under  Section  17(1)  were  re-housed  in  Corporation  houses  during 
the  year  and  7  other  families  from  houses  similarly  dealt  with  found  their 
own  accommodation. 


The  tables  following  show  the  progress  made  with  the  elimination  of 
sub-standard  housing  since  the  end  of  1955  to  the  close  of  1964: — 


(1) 

(a) 

Houses  reported  to  Committee  as  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable 
cost,  or  vacated  for  road  improvements,  etc. 

449 

(b) 

Houses  at  present  receiving  consideration  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee 

1 

(2) 

Compulsory  Purchase  Areas  and  Clearance  Areas 

Houses  for  which  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  and 
Clearance  Orders  have  been  approved 

36 

(3) 

Demolition  Orders: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  have  been 
made 

289 

(4) 

Closing  Orders: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  to  close  have 
been  accepted 

104 

(5) 

Undertakings  to  Repair: 

Houses  where  undertakings  to  repair  have  been  accepted 

5 

(6) 

Road  Improvements: 

Houses  included  in  provisional  list  but  which  were  vacated 
for  road  improvement  prior  to  consideration  by  Committee 

14 

(7) 

Sub-Standard  Houses: 

Houses  still  to  be  considered  by  the  Housing  Committee 

62 
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FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Milk  and  Dairies: 

No  apparent  progress  in  providing  an  ideal  container  for  milk  appears 
to  have  been  made  and  whilst  the  glass  bottle  may  be  an  economical 
proposition,  it  is  only  satisfactory  provided  it  is  not  mis-used  or  mis-handled 
by  the  public. 


Bacteriological  examination  of  Milk: 


Samples  procured  for 

Type  of 
Milk 

Total 

samples 

taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Remarks 

1.  Methylene  Blue 

T.T. 

17 

16 

— 

1  void 

Test 

Past. 

17 

14 

— 

3  void 

2.  Phosphatase  Test  .. 

Past. 

17 

17 

— 

- — - 

3.  Turbidity  Test 

.  Sterilised 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ten  series  of  bottles  taken  from  the  washers  at  the  only  pasteurising 
plant  in  the  district  were  submitted  to  examination  and  the  Bacteriologist’s 
report  showed  that  they  were  satisfactory. 


Samples  of  Cream: 

A  series  of  thirty-five  samples  of  pasteurised  cream  were  taken  from 
two  dairies  in  the  town,  and  the  result  obtained  showed  consistent  improve¬ 
ment  over  those  received  during  the  previous  year. 


Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream: 

Eighty-eight  samples  of  ice-cream  were  examined  and  were  placed  in 
the  following  grades: — 


Grade  1 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


83  (94.32%) 
4  (4.55%) 
i  (1.13%) 
0 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foodstuffs  in  Shops,  etc.: 

WEIGHTS  OF  CANNED  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 
AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


Canned  ham 

Fish 

Tinned  food 

Other  food 

96ilbs. 

4±lbs. 

8cwts.  141bs. 

88ibs. 

Total  weight  condemned 

... 

9cwts.  9 libs. 

Meat  Inspection: 

WEIGHTS  OF  CONDEMNED 

MEAT  AND  OFFAL. 

Classification 

Tons 

Cwts.  Lbs. 

(1)  At  slaughterhouse 

.  27 

89 

(2)  On  retailers’  premises: 

(a)  Elome  killed 

— 

93 

(b)  Imported 

— 

2  106 

(3)  Total  weight 

.  27 

4  64 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

Number  slaughtered 

765 

1,132 

497 

4,927 

28,052 

35,373 

Number  inspected 

765 

1,132 

497 

4,927 

28,052 

35,373 

AH  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

30 

28 

30 

177 

269 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

72 

518 

2 

176 

1,732 

2,500 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

9.9 

48.3 

6.0 

3.8 

6.8 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

17 

18 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

_ 

364 

364 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

0.13 

1.3 

— 
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Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Totals 

Cysficercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration  ... 

Generalized  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  ...  ...  —  —  —  — 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956: 

Plans  of  proposed  installation  of  boilers  were  approved  in  four 
instances  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

This  Act  is  proving  very  useful  in  ensuring  that  adequate  flues  are 
connected  to  installations,  thus  preventing  the  possibility  of  smoke  nuisance. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Water  Supplies: 

The  mains  water  supply  was  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  Some 
inconvenience  was  caused  by  a  shut-down  of  supply  in  certain  parts  of  the 
Borough  for  a  number  of  hours,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  future  better  warn¬ 
ing  will  be  given  of  such  occurrences. 

Complaints  of  deposits  of  copper  salts  were  investigated  but  the  report 
of  the  Public  Analyst  stated  that  no  exception  could  be  taken  to  the 
water  supply  for  domestic  purposes. 

Drainage: 

Four  houses  in  Stoney  Lane  were  connected  to  the  sewer  necessitating 
pail  closets  being  converted  to  water  carriage  systems;  as  provided  in  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  a  grant  of  half  the  cost  of  the  conversion  was 
made  by  the  Corporation. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKPLACES,  SHOPS,  ETC. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 


Number  -  Number  of  - 

on  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 
(2)  (3)  (4)  (5) 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities  ...  ...  ...  72 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  160 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  pre¬ 
mises)  ...  ...  ...  3 


85 


343 


5 


TOTAL  ...  235  433 


2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Number  of 
defects 

Remedied 

(3) 

cases  in  which 
were  found 

Notified 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

(4)  (5) 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

14 

12 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

8 

8 

— 

4 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

22 

20 

— 

5 

— 
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PEST  INFESTATION  CONTROL  AND  DISINFECTION. 

Rodent  Control: 

The  number  of  agricultural,  horticultural  and  business  properties 
which  were  under  contract  to  the  Joint  Rodent  Control  Committee 
decreased  slightly  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1964  the  figures  were: 

Newbury  Borough  ...  ...  8 

Newbury  Rural  District  ...  39 

Hungerford  Rural  District  ...  34 

A  total  of  79. 

Wasps’  Nests: 

During  1964  a  total  of  43  visits  were  made  by  the  rodent  operators 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  wasps’  nests  on  domestic  and  business 
premises.  These  were  made  up  as  follows: — - 

Newbury  Borough  ...  ...  26 

Newbury  Rural  District  ...  15 

Hungerford  Rural  District  ...  2 

which  figures  show  a  64.5%  decrease  on  the  number  so  treated  during  1963. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 
Return  of  work  by  Rodent  Operators. 


TYPE 

Local  Dwelling 

Authority  houses 

OF  PROPERTY 

All  other 
(including 
Agri-  Business  & 
cultural  Industrial) 

Total 

1.  Total  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  in  Local  Authority’s 
district 

21 

6,688 

8 

1,491 

8.208 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  Local 

Authority  during  1964 
as  a  result 
(a)  of  notification 

(a)  2 

168 

1 

52 

223 

or  (b)  otherwise 

(b)  29 

125 

13 

10 

177 

3.  Number  of  properties 
(under  2)  found  to  be 

Major 

1 

1 

infested  by  rats 

Minor 

27 

241 

1 1 

41 

320 

4.  Number  of  properties 
(under  2)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by 
mice 

2 

38 

12 

52 

5.  Number  of  infested 

properties  (under  3  and 
4)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

29 

279 

1 1 

54 

373 

6.  Number  of  notices 

served  under  Section  4: 
(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  works 

(i.e..  Proofing 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action  was 
taken  by  Local  Authority 
following  issue  of  notice 
under  Section  4 

8.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

9.  Number  of  “block”  control  schemes 

carried 

out  =  9. 
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THE  OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

ACT,  1963 


The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  August,  and  a  Technical  Assistant  was  appointed  to  assist  in  the 
work  of  inspection  and  survey  of  premises  covered  by  the  Act.  The 
following  tables  show  the  progress  made  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  it 
can  be  stated  in  general  terms  that  very  little  work  will  be  needed  to  be 
done  to  premises  within  the  Borough  to  bring  them  up  to  the  standards 
required  by  the  new  Act — the  one  exception  being  in  the  case  of  the 
standard  of  lighting,  but  as  yet  no  regulation  has  been  made  by  the  Minster 
in  this  respect. 


TABLE  A.^— Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


Class  of  Premises 
(1) 

No.  of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year. 
(2) 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year. 
(3) 

No.  of  registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year. 
(4) 

Offices 

114 

113 

91 

Retail  shops 

...  216 

214 

204 

Wholesale  shops, 

ware- 

houses 

8 

8 

7 

Catering  establishments 

open 

to  the  public,  canteens  ...  28 

28 

21 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

2 

1 

TOTALS 

...  368 

365 

324 

TABLE  B. — Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 

to  Registered  Premises. 

336 


TABLE  C. — Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered 

Premises  by  Workplace. 


Class  of  workplace. 

(1) 

Number  of  persons 
employed. 

(2) 

Offices 

.  992 

Retail  shops 

.  1,392 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ... 

.  103 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public  ... 

.  202 

Canteen 

.  12 

Fuel  storage  depots 

.  14 

Total 

. .  2,715 

Total  Males 
Females 
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1,031 

1,684 


TABLE  D. — Exemptions. 


Class  of  Premises 

Space 
(Sec.  5(2)) 

Temperature 
(Sec.  6) 

Sanitary 
Conveniences 
(Sec.  9) 

Washing 
Facilities 
(Sec.  10) 

Offices 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  shops,  ware- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

houses 

Catering  Establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 
Fuel  storage  depots 

z 

z 

z 

z 

TABLE  E. — Prosecutions. 

Prosecutions  instituted  of  which  the  hearing  was  completed  in 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  complaints  (or  summary  applications)  made  under 

Section  22  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  interim  orders  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  ESTIMATED  POSITION  WITH 
REGARD  TO  MAIN  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Parish 

Total 

Houses  Pop. 

Mains  Water 
Available 
Houses  Pop. 

No  Mains 
Houses  Pop. 

Aldermaston 

517 

2064 

498 

2005 

19 

59 

Ashampstead 

131 

369 

122 

346 

9 

23 

Basildon 

363 

1107 

359 

1094 

4 

13 

Beech  Hill 

90 

319 

84 

303 

6 

16 

Beenham 

239 

785 

225 

738 

14 

47 

Bradfield 

420 

1544 

395 

1462 

25 

82 

Bucklebury 

744 

2255 

711 

2143 

33 

112 

Burghfield 

858 

2682 

818 

2494 

40 

188 

Englefield 

69 

219 

— 

— 

69 

219 

Frilsham 

102 

322 

85 

270 

17 

52 

Grazeley 

6 

23 

4 

16 

2 

7 

Padworth 

155 

453 

118 

331 

37 

122 

Pangbourne 

671 

2120 

637 

2014 

34 

106 

Purley 

693 

1970 

693 

1970 

— 

— 

Stanford  Dingley 

53 

129 

49 

117 

4 

12 

Mortimer 

836 

2603 

808 

2506 

28 

97 

Streatley 

309 

922 

291 

865 

18 

57 

Sulham 

31 

97 

— 

— 

31 

97 

Sulhamstead 

469 

1516 

449 

1454 

20 

62 

Sul.  Bannister 

30 

115 

25 

100 

5 

15 

Theale 

570 

1716 

557 

1676 

13 

40 

Tidmarsh 

82 

264 

72 

231 

10 

33 

Tilehurst 

2235 

7536 

2235 

7536 

- — 

— 

Ufton 

77 

220 

41 

107 

36 

113 

Wokefield 

27 

114 

23 

102 

4 

12 

Yattendon 

92 

295 

89 

286 

3 

9 

TOTALS 

9,869 

31,759 

9,588 

30,166 

491 

1,593 

95% 

5% 

New  mains  laid  during 

1964  are 

as  follows 

• - 

Adjoining  Theale 

Rectory 

... 

57  yards 

West  End  Road,  Mortimer 

430  yards 

Woodview  Estate, 

Pangbourne 

440  yards 

Woodlands  Avenue,  Burghfield 

95  yards 

School  Road,  Burghfield 

707  yards 

Station  Road,  Theale 

810  yards 

Pinchcut 

Burghfield 

779  yards 

Wakemans,  Upper 

Basildon 

258  yards 

Burghfield  Bridge 

area 

,  .  ... 

...  2158  yards 

Making  a  total  of  approximately  3|  miles. 

In  addition  a  new  9in.  trunk  main  was  laid  from  the  site  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  Burghfield  water  tower,  to  Mortimer  West  End. 
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A  total  of  72  water  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  from  23 
individual  supplies  and  2  estate  supplies. 

Unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  from  5  of  the  individual  supplies 
and  from  1  estate  supply. 

Remedial  work  has  been  carried  out  in  the  case  of  the  estate  supply 
and  3  house  wells.  The  owners  of  the  two  remaining  unsatisfactory  sup¬ 
plies  are  to  connect  to  the  mains  water. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL: 

Brief  details  of  progress  on  the  various  schemes  are  as  follows: 


Scheme. 

Bucklebury  Common 

Additional  sewers  and  new 

sludge  beds. 

Enlargement  of  treatment 
works. 

Bradfield  Village 

Relaying  and  extending 
sewer  line  and  improve¬ 
ments  to  treatment  works. 

Burghfield  Common 

New  sewer  line  and  altera¬ 
tions  to  treatment  works. 


Parley 

New  sewer  line,  connect¬ 
ing  to  Pangbourne  S.D. 
Works 


Properties 

Served.  Remarks. 

Sewer  line  complete  New 
92  sludge  beds  under  con¬ 

struction. 

Work  commenced  in  August. 
—  and  is  expected  to  be  com¬ 

pleted  in  April.  1965. 

Work  has  been  completed. 
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Work  on  this  scheme  progressed 
135  very  quickly  and  the  sewer 

lines  were  completed  in 
December. 

Work  commenced  in  August 
and  is  expected  to  be  corn- 
1372  pleted  in  February.  1966. 


Pangbourne — 

Newtown 

Extension  to  sewer. 

30 

The  commencement  date  for 
this  scheme  is  January,  1965, 
and  it  is  expected  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  June,  1965. 

Beenham 

Extension 

to  sewer  and 

Work  commenced  in  Novem¬ 

alteration 

to  works. 

59 

ber  and  will  be  completed  in 
November.  1965. 

Sulhamstead 

Wises  Firs. 

80 

Tenders  have  been  invited. 

Mortimer 

Additions 

to  treatment 

Work  commenced  in  August 

works. 

— 

and  will  be  completed  in 
April,  1965. 

Other  major  schemes  under  consideration  are: — 
Padworth/Aldermaston  Wharf  area 
Stanford  Dingley.  Rotten  Row 
Tutts  Clump,  Bradfield 
Beech  Hill 

Englefield/North  Street,  Theale 


112  houses 

120  houses 
91  houses 
96  houses 


The  surface  water  drainage  schemes  at  The  Crescent,  Mortimer,  and 
Impstone  Plantation.  Aldermaston.  are  both  under  construction,  and  will 
be  completed  early  in  1965. 
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Cesspool  Emptying  Service: 

A  cesspool  emptying  service  is  to  be  started  on  1st  January,  1965.  The 
Council  have  decided  not  to  have  a  direct  labour  scheme  at  the  present 
time,  but  to  employ  a  private  contractor  for  a  trial  period  of  two  years.  The 
method  of  working  the  scheme  will  then  be  reviewed  in  the  light  of  experi¬ 
ence  gained. 

The  scheme  allows  for  one  free  clearance  per  dwelling  every  18  months, 
and  additional  clearance  at  a  rate  of  £1.19.0  per  load. 

Refuse  Collection: 

It  has  been  agreed  to  improve  this  service.  The  improvements  pro¬ 
posed  are: — 

(a)  Bins  to  be  collected  from  and  returned  to  inside  the  front  gate 
wherever  practicable,  instead  of  the  present  kerb-side  collection. 

(b)  The  issue  of  paper  sacks  to  all  premises  where  collections  due  on 
Public  Holidays  and  Christmas  Eve. 

(c)  The  issue  of  paper  sacks  throughout  the  year  to  occupiers  of 
premises  isolated  from  the  roads  along  which  the  Refuse  Vehicle 
travels. 

This  service  will  necessitate  the  purchase  of  a  new  Refuse  Vehicle, 
and  an  increase  in  collection  staff.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  revise  the 
daily  routes. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  increasing  the  size  of  the  refuse  depot, 
providing  covered  accommodation  for  all  vehicles,  better  repair  facilities, 
and  improved  toilet  accommodation  for  the  staff.  This  work  will  be  carried 
out  during  1965. 


(a)  HOUSING  TABLE. 

Number  of  dwellings  built: 

(a)  by  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

(b)  by  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 

Inspections  of  dwellings  during  year: 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing  defects  342 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  this  purpose  ...  ...  395 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and 

not  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  ...  7 

3.  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit,  but  capable  of 

repair  at  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Remedy  of  defects  during  year: 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  by  statutory  action  ...  5 

6.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

7.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

8.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

9.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders 

made  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

10.  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  Clearance  Orders  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

11.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Clearance 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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(b)  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

The  following  grants  were  approved  during  the  year: — 


Owner/Occupied 

Premises 

Tenanted 

Premises 

Total 

Standard 

18 

6 

24 

Discretionary 

23 

32 

55 

Totals 

41 

38 

79 

CARAVANS. 

Number  of  licensed  caravans  in  the  District:  — 

(a)  Indivually  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

(b)  On  multiple  sites  ...  ...  ...  478  (permitted) 

354  (actual) 

Detailed  plans  have  now  been  prepared  for  the  proposed  Council 
owned  site  at  Purley,  and  it  is  hoped  that  work  will  be  completed  in  early 
1966. 

The  Council  have  obtained  planning  permission  to  develop  a  caravan 
site  for  ‘  travellers.’  The  land,  comprising  two  small  paddocks,  is  situated 
at  Four  House  Corner,  Mortimer.  A  list  of  16  ‘travelling’  families  has 
been  compiled,  all  of  whom  can  establish  at  least  five  years  residence  in 
the  District,  who  will  be  allocated  standings  on  the  site.  Site  rules  have 
been  drawn  up,  after  consultation  with  the  proposed  tenants,  and  a  warden 
is  to  be  appointed  from  amongst  them.  These  families  are  at  present 
camped  in  various  parts  of  the  District,  and  already  appear  to  be  respond¬ 
ing  to  the  Council’s  efforts.  Many  of  the  children  are  at  school — some 
for  the  first  time  in  their  lives — and  there  does  appear  to  be  some  improve¬ 
ment,  albeit  slight,  in  the  travellers’  attitude  to  camp  hygiene  and  personal 
cleanliness. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  site  will  be  ready  for  occupation  in  the 
Autumn  of  1965. 

Once  again,  it  has  been  necessary  to  spend  far  too  much  time  dealing 
with  invasions — the  word  is  used  deliberately — of  travelling  scrap  merch¬ 
ants.  These  travellers,  mainly  of  Irish  extraction  —  appear  to  have  no 
concept  of  duty  to  the  community,  nor  to  the  countryside.  Trees  are 
hacked  down,  scrub  land  fired,  and  previously  clear  land  littered  with 
rags,  car  bodies  and  excrement.  They  have  no  fixed  base,  and,  as  such 
do  not  ‘belong’  to  any  particular  local  authority.  They  are,  in  any  case, 
not  interested  in  remaining  in  one  place  for  any  length  of  time. 

In  my  view  no  improvement  to  the  situation  can  be  forseen  until 
sites,  or  at  least  compounds,  are  provided,  to  which  the  travellers  can  be 
directed  by  the  police. 

A  site  of  the  kind  proposed  by  the  Council  for  ‘local’  travellers  would 
not  be  suitable  for  them,  and.  in  any  cose,  the  provision  of  such  a  site  for 
these  people  by  one  particular  District  Council  would  not  be  a  fair 
burden  on  the  ratepayers  of  that  District. 

The  problem  this  type  of  traveller  causes  is  a  national  one,  and 
should,  I  think,  be  dealt  with  at  national  or  at  least  County  Council  level. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

This  Act  came  into  force  during  the  year,  it  requires  registration  of 
shops  and  offices  where  staff  are  employed. 

Standards  have  been  set  by  regulation  for  such  things  as  sanitary 
conveniences,  lighting  and  ventilation,  temperature,  first  aid  facilities,  etc. 

There  would  appear  to  be  approximately  250  premises  within  the 
District  which  should  be  registered  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  notification 
had  been  received  in  respect  of  only  99  of  these. 

53  premises  were  inspected  under  the  Act  in  1964.  and  the  following 
contraventions  were  found: — 

Lack  of  thermometer  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

No  First  Aid  kit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Machines  not  guarded  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  flooring  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Petroleum  Acts,  1928/36 

No.  of  premises  in  register  ...  ...  ...  66 

No  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Minor  infringements  of  the  Regulations  were  found,  and  were  rectified. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order 

No.  of  premises  in  Register  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

No  serious  infringements  were  found. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act 

No.  of  licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found. 

Food — Inspections  and  Control 
(a)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

No  statutory  action  has  been  found  necessary.  Structural  alterations 
have  been  carried  out  to  seven  premises  and  minor  improvements  have  been 
made  in  nine  other  cases.  The  general  standard  of  food  hygiene  appears 
to  be  reasonably  satisfactory  although  there  is  still  room  for  improvement 
in  many  cases. 

Food  premises  in  the  District  include:— 


Catering — Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  27 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  48 

Works’  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  10 

Institutes,  Clubs,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  15 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grocer /General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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(b)  Registrations  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ham  boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


(c)  Meat  Inspection  at  the  Slaughterhouse 


Condemnations 

Whole 

Part  Carcase 

Percentage 

Throughput 

Carcase 

or  Organ 

of  Inspection 

Calves 

1 

— 

• — - 

100% 

Sheep 

242 

— 

30 

100% 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Once  again  complaints  were  received  of  fly  breeding  at  the  Purley 
Hatchery. 

An  Abatement  Notice  was  served  on  the  owner  setting  out  remedial 
measures  to  be  adopted.  These  measures  resulted  in  some  improvement, 
but  by  no  means  completely  abated  the  nuisance.  It  is  hoped  that  con¬ 
tinued  efforts  will  see  more  improvement  in  1965. 

One  extremely  heavy  infestation  of  bed-bugs  was  encountered  in  a 
Council  House.  It  was  necessary  to  take  out  skirting  boards,  architraves 
and  shelving  to  carry  out  adequate  disinfestation. 
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Rodent  Control 


Non  Agricultural 

Business 

Dwelling  and 

Agri¬ 

LA. 

Houses  Industrial  Total 

cultural 

1.  No.  of  Properties 
Inspected  as  a  result 


(a)  Notification 

— 

112 

7 

119 

2 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act  . 

40 

4220 

312 

4572 

327 

(c)  Otherwise 

— 

39 

27 

66 

2 

2.  Total  of  Inspections 
carried  out  (includes 
re-inspection) 

295 

5155 

598 

6048 

918 

3.  No.  of  Properties 
found  to  be  infested 
by:— 

(a)  Rats  (Major)  ... 

2 

25 

26 

53 

120 

(Minor)  ... 

17 

200 

76 

293 

31 

(b)  Mice  (Major)  ... 

8 

99 

20 

127 

41 

(Minor)  ... 

2 

95 

2 

99 

— 

4.  No.  of  infested  Pro¬ 
perties  treated  by 
Local  Authority  ... 

19 

177 

106 

302 

96 

5.  Total  treatments  car¬ 
ried  out:—  includes 
re-treatments 

59 

459 

556 

1074 

726 

6.  Number  of  Notices 
served  under  Section 

4  of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

7.  No.  of  ‘Block4  Con¬ 
trol  Schemes  carried 
out  . 

17 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 

- -  Number  of  - 

No.  on  Inspec-  Written  Prosecu- 
Premises  Register  tions  Notices  tions 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

(a) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

5 

7 

(b) 

Factories  not  included  in  (a) 
in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

77 

46 

5 

(c) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

3 

2 

_ 

_ 

Total 

85 

55 

5 

_ 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Particulars  Found 

(1)  (2) 

Number  of 
defects 

Remedied 

(3) 

cases  in  which 
were  found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

(4)  (5) 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrodwing  (S.2)  . 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  . 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

— 

7 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

2 

— 

1 

■ — - 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

6 

— 

3 

— 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Summary  of  No.  of  Visits  made  during  the  Year: 

No.  of  Visits  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  531 

No.  of  visits  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  1138 

No.  of  visits  under  Petroleum  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  199 

No.  of  visits  made  to  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  467 

No.  of  visits  under  Factories  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

No.  of  visits  under  Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  275 

Water  Supplies: 

Piped  supplies  are  available  throughout  the  district  as  under: — 


Parish: 

Combe  and  West  Woodhay 
East  Garston 
East  and  West  Shefl'ord 
Shefford  Woodlands 
Hungerford 
Newtown 
Leverton 
Denford 

Standen  and  North  Standen 
Inkpen 
Kintbury 
Elcot 

Orpenham 

Windingwood 

Wormstall 

Radley 

Avington 

Templeton 

Lambourn 

Upper  Lambourn 
Eastbury 
Seven  Barrows 
Lambourn  Woodlands 
Woodland  St.  Mary 


Supplying  Authority: 
Private  piped  estate  supply. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Private  piped  estate  supply. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Private  piped  estate  supply. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Private  piped  estate  supply. 
Private  piped  estate  supply. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Private  piped  estate  supply. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Private  piped  estate  supply. 
Private  piped  estate  supply. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 


The  majority  of  the  rural  district  is  now  covered  by  a  piped  supply 
either  from  a  Local  Authority  or  private  source.  But  it  is  questionable 
whether  some  of  the  private  supplies  will  be  able  to  cope  with  the  con¬ 
tinued  increasing  demand  for  water.  However,  it  is  felt  that  the  majority 
of  the  dwellings  which  could  be  improved  have  already  been  improved,  so 
that  the  demand  for  water  may  have  reached  the  peak. 

It  will  be  obvious  that  care  must  be  taken  to  ensure  that  the  private 
estate  supplies  are  adequate  when  consideration  is  being  given  to  planning 
applications  in  respect  of  new  dwellings  or  other  development. 
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Table  showing  the  estimated  position  with  regard  to  Main  and  other 
Water  Supplies: — 


Parish 

TOTAL 

Houses  Pop. 

Main  water 
in  houses 

No 

mains 

Combe  and  West  Woodhay 

...  57 

190 

56 

1 

East  Garston 

...  148 

494 

117 

31 

Inkpen 

...  268 

895 

210 

58 

Kintbury 

...  634 

2118 

469 

165 

Lambourn 

...  879 

2937 

856 

23 

Hungerford 

...  943 

3151 

922 

21 

East  and  West  Shefford 

...  198 

661 

168 

30 

Samples:  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

Samples  taken  from  Public  Supplies  ...  5  1 

Samples  taken  from  Private  Supplies  ...  8  4 

Samples  taken  from  Swimming  Pools  ...  6  1 

It  is  evident  that  as  more  dwellings  are  connected  to  main  water 
supplies,  the  wells  are  becoming  unused  for  domestic  purposes.  However, 
it  has  been  found  that  the  wells  are  more  often  than  not  retained  in  good 
order  for  use  in  supplying  garden  needs  or  in  case  of  water  shortage.  As 
a  result  fewer  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies,  but  advice  is  often 
sought  with  regard  to  preserving  the  existing  wells. 


SEWERAGE. 

Hungerford  Scheme: 

Once  again  it  must  be  reported  that  the  improvements  planned  for  this 
scheme  have  not  been  commenced,  although  it  is  anticipated  that  the  con¬ 
tract  will  be  put  out  to  tender  in  the  near  future,  the  work  cannot  be  put 
in  hand  for  some  while.  It  is  certain  that  the  existing  system  will  be  under 
further  considerable  strain  before  the  improvements  are  completed  and  are 
able  to  relieve  the  badly  overloaded  system.  It  is  hoped  that  by  the  time 
of  the  next  report,  this  work  will  be  in  progress  and  persons  who  have 
suffered  flooded  drains  on  their  properties  will  see  the  end  of  the  trouble. 
Lambourn  and  Kintbury  Schemes: 

Both  these  schemes  appear  to  operate  with  little  trouble,  the  only 
difficulty  which  arises  at  times,  is  with  the  drying  and  disposal  of  the 
sludge.  This  is,  of  course,  not  a  peculiarity  of  these  works  and  there  is  a 
general  dislike  by  farmers  of  using  this  material  on  the  land. 


HOUSING  TABLE. 

Number  of  Dwellings  Built: 

(a)  by  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(b)  by  private  enertprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Remedy  of  defects  during  year: 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

4.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  following  formal  or  informal 

action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

6.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders  made 

by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

7.  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  Clearance  Orders  confirmed 

by  the  Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

8.  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Clearance 

Orders  .  Nil 
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Improvement  Grants: 


The  following  grants  were  authorised  during  the  year: — 


Owner/Occupied 

Tenanted 

Premises 

Premises 

Total 

Standard 

2 

0 

2 

Discretionary 

13 

1 

14 

CARAVANS. 

Multiple  Sites: 

The  site  licensed  as  a  permanent  caravan  site  at  Mill  Lane,  Lambourn, 
still  leaves  a  lot  to  be  desired.  It  was  hoped  that  all  the  improvement 
works  required  and  planned,  would  have  been  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year,  but  due  to  considerable  difficulties  with  regard  to  levels  it  was 
found  that  the  sewage  would  have  to  be  pumped  from  the  site  to  the  main 
sewer.  However,  the  owners  are  being  pressed  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
works  as  soon  as  possible  to  prevent  further  complaints  arising  from 
drainage  overflows  on  to  the  adjoining  land. 

Individual  Licensed  Sites: 

There  is  still  a  substantial  number  of  the  individual  caravans  which  are 
licensed  for  a  limited  period,  although  this  period  is  often  extended  on 
renewal  of  the  application.  It  has  been  found  that  it  is  essential  to  have 
these  lone  caravans  on  sites  adjoining  other  properties.  They  provide 
temporary  additional  accommodation,  as  in  the  cases  of  training  establish¬ 
ments  which  often  have  increased  numbers  of  temporary  staff.  There  is 
also  the  case  when  persons  are  building  their  own  dwelling  and  wish  to 
live  in  a  caravan  on  the  site  while  they  build. 

One  fact  bears  reiteration,  it  is  that  there  are  families,  perhaps  small 
in  numbers,  who  still  prefer  the  caravan  life  to  that  in  permanent  housing. 
In  these  circumstances  it  is  essential  to  provide  some  satisfactory  licensed 
sites  for  their  use. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Milk  and  Dairies: 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination  was  con¬ 
tinued  as  in  previous  years. 


—Tested  and  found  satisfactory — - 
No.  of  Methylene  Phospha-  Turbidity  Unsatis- 

Samples  Blue  Test  tase  Test  Test  factory 


T.T.  Past.  Cl.  9 

9 

9 

N/A 

— 

T.T.  Past.  4 

4 

4 

N/A 

— 

Pasteurised  8 

8 

8 

N/A 

— 

Sterilised  2 

N/A 

N/A 

2 

— 

Raw  T.T.  Cl.  2 

2 

N/A 

N/A 

— 

T.T.  Past.  Horn.  2 

2 

2 

N/A 

— 

Sale  of  Food. 

No.  of  Food  Premises 

in  the  District: 

Butchers 

7 

Bakers 

7 

Greengrocers 

.  ...  ... 

4 

Grocers  and  Confectioners 

36 

Caterers  (Licensed  and 

Industrial)  ... 

35 

Fishmongers  and  Fish 

Friers 

...  ... 

3 

Dairies 

3 

Milk  Retailers 

... 

7 

Total 

102 
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Unfit  Food. 


Food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


York  Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14  lbs. 

Red  Star  Pressed  Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  lbs. 

Tin  Pressed  Ham.  “Slavia”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  lbs. 

I  Leg  Lamb  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  lbs. 

Imported  Beef  Cheeks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16  lbs. 

Leg  Roast  Pork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  lbs. 

Cow  and  Gate  Farmers’  Wife  Cheddar  Cheese  ...  ...  41  lbs. 

14  Tins  Anchovies  in  Brine  ... 

1  Sack  Flour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Ice-Cream: 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district,  all  retailers 
being  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream. 

No.  of  premises  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  graded  as  under: — 

No.  of  Samples.  Provisional  Grade  I  II 

18  17  1 


COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

During  this  year  a  considerable  step  forward  was  made  in  the  scheme 
of  refuse  collection  and  disposal.  The  35  cu.  yds.  compression  vehicle  was 
delivered  and  put  into  operation  in  June.  This  vehicle  has  shown  how 
very  true  was  the  fact  that  refuse  has  now  more  “bulk"  than  weight.  It 
has  proved  invaluable  since  the  two  pits  at  Woodlands  St.  Mary  and  Irish 
Hill,  Kintbury,  were  closed,  and  now'  refuse  from  the  whole  district  is 
taken  to  a  site  at  Avington.  It  must  be  obvious  now  that  when  the  time 
comes  for  replacement  of  the  existing  dual-tip  vehicle  it  should  be  replaced 
by  a  second  compression  vehicle,  which  will  go  a  long  way  to  help  with  the 
ever-increasing  amount  of  refuse  to  be  collected. 

During  the  summer  months  it  became  very  clear  that  we  could  not 
continue  much  longer  in  our  method  of  disposal.  It  was  unsatisfactory 
in  so  much  as  the  refuse  was  not  covered  completely  daily  or  even  weekly, 
and.  although  care  was  taken  to  prevent  any  nuisance  arising,  we  would 
experience  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  further  disposal  sites.  The  Council 
were  advised  of  this  and  they  agreed  to  purchase  a  suitable  machine  for  use 
on  the  tips.  The  machine  was  delivered  in  September  and  has  been  in  use 
since  then,  and  now  all  refuse  is  adequately  covered  each  day.  with  a  layer 
of  soil.  The  machine  is  also  capable  of  digging  its  own  covering  materials, 
and  clearing  and  preparing  any  new  sites. 

It  may  be  felt  that  the  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  has 
increased  over  and  above  a  reasonable  figure,  but  it  must  be  pointed  out 
that  the  Council,  as  a  Public  Health  Authority,  are  responsible  for  the 
provision  and  maintenance  of  a  satisfactory  scheme  of  refuse  collection  and 
disposal  to  serve  the  district  as  a  whole. 

Bin  Hire  Scheme: 

Additional  numbers  of  bins  were  hired  during  the  year,  but  as  previ¬ 
ously  pointed  out.  there  are  still  many  bad  containers  placed  out  for 
emptying.  It  seems  that  considerable  numbers  of  the  general  public  are 
unaware  or  unconcerned  of  the  possibility  of  nuisances  which  can  arise  from 
bad  and  uncovered  refuse  containers,  and  it  is  suggested  they  are  often  the 
first  to  complain  of  smell  or  insect  infestations  which  can  be  traced  to 
these  insanitary  “  bins.” 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


It  is  very  apparent  from  the  very  small  number  of  complaints  received, 
that  the  joint  scheme  continues  to  be  successful.  The  operation  of  the 
scheme  has  not  been  altered  for  a  considerable  time  and  costs  do  not 
appear  to  rise  in  the  proportion  as  they  do  in  other  services.  It  is,  of 
course,  a  fact  that  rodent  infestations  vary  considerably  at  certain  times  of 
the  year,  and  when  calls  become  heavy,  a  temporary  additional  operator 
is  employed  for  the  required  period,  as  was  the  case  early  this  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Control 
Staff:— 

LA. 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business  & 
Industrial 

Total 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

1.  No.  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 

result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

2 

91 

1 1 

104 

21 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act  . 

23 

68 

9 

100 

86 

(c)  Otherwise 

31 

998 

356 

1354 

97 

2.  Total  of  inspec¬ 
tions  carried  out  (in¬ 
cludes  re-inspection) 

30 

217 

28 

275 

257 

3.  No  of  properties 
found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by: — 

(a)  Rats  (Major) 

10 

(Minor) 

22 

65 

5 

92 

75 

(b)  Mice 


(Major) 

(Minor) 


No.  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority  24 


Total  treatments 
carried  out  (includes 
re-treatments) 


29 


154 


176 


16 


18 


194 


223 


106 


210 


6.  Number  of  Notices 
served  under  Sec¬ 
tion  4  of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treament  ...  — 

(b)  Structural  Work  — 


7.  No.  of  “Block” 
Control  Schemes 
carried  out  .  8 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES: 


Inspections  for  purpose  of 

provision 

as  to  health. 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

-  Number  of 

Written 
Inspections  Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth- 
ities 

12 

41 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

40 

53 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  pre¬ 
mises 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

52 

94 

Nil 

Nil 

PETROLEUM. 

The  number  of  premises  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  years  stands  at  67, 
consisting  of: — 

15  Filling  Stations  and  Garages. 

52  Private  Installations. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963. 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  August  1st  last  and  a  large  number  of 
applications  for  registrations  received.  Inspections  have  and  still  are  being 
carried  out  in  the  premises  concerned.  When  plans  are  received  for  new 
offices,  shops,  etc.,  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  they  will  comply  with  the 
requirements  under  the  above  Act.  This  action  had  been  taken  previous 
to  the  Act  coming  into  force,  applicants  were  advised  of  the  possible 
standards  which  would  be  necessary. 

It  is  felt  that  numbers  of  persons  who  should  have  applied  for  regis¬ 
tration  under  the  Act,  have  not  done  so,  and  after  the  first  applications 
have  been  dealt  with,  a  check  must  be  made  of  the  outstanding  applica¬ 
tions.  It  is  difficult  for  the  owner  of  a  small  family  business,  to  satisfy 
himself  as  to  whether  he  should  make  application  for  registration  or  not. 


42 


NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Water  Supplies: 

During  the  year  fourteen  samples  were  taken  from  wells,  bores  and 
swimming  pools  for  bacteriological  examination.  Three  of  these  samples 
were  not  satisfactory  and  appropriate  action  was  taken  in  all  cases  to 
ensure  a  pure  supply. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  the  various  parishes. 


Parish 

Population 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Houses 

with 

main  water 

Boxford 

550 

167 

151 

Brimpton  and  Wasing 

617 

167 

178 

Chieveley 

...  2,003 

587 

497 

Cold  Ash 

...  1,843 

504 

476 

Enborne 

603 

172 

143 

Greenham 

926 

297 

242 

Hamstead  Marshall 

186 

70 

52 

Leckhampstead 

425 

133 

121 

Midgham 

396 

115 

72 

Shaw 

...  2,141 

617 

598 

Speen 

Non-Lighting 

...  1,604 

459 

379 

Thatcham 

Non-Lighting 

...  8,330 

2,602 

2,457 

Welford 

686 

170 

187 

Winterbourne 

169 

73 

40 

Woolhampton 

681 

223 

160 

21,160 

6,280 

5,753 

The  supply  is  adequate  throughout  the  district  and  purity  is  maintained 
by  routine  sampling  by  the  Water  Board. 

Sewage  Disposal: 

The  following  sewerage  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year: — 

1.  Completion  of  surface  water  and  drainage  scheme  to  prevent 
flooding  in  Station  Road  area  of  Thatcham. 

2.  A  small  foul  sewerage  scheme  to  serve  houses  in  the  Burden’s  Heath 
area  of  Thatcham  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

3.  A  foul  sewerage  scheme  to  serve  Wickham  Village  was  commenced 
during  the  year  and  was  50%  complete  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

4.  Preliminary  investigations  were  made  during  the  year  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  extension  of  sewers  in  Woolhampton  to  serve  Upper 
Woolhampton  including  Douai  Abbey,  and  for  a  scheme  to  serve 
Weston  Village. 
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The  Council  has  considered  a  comprehensive  report  on  the  sewering 
of  the  District,  and  has  approved  a  programme  for  the  next  six  years,  as 
follows:— 

Areas  to  be  sewered: 

1965  Weston  Village. 

Upper  Woolhampton. 

1966  Enborne  Row/ Andover  Drove. 

Curridge. 

1967  Chieveley  Village. 

1968  Leckhampstead  Village. 

1969  Boxford  Village. 

1970  Winterbourne  Village. 

Refuse  Collection: 

A  weekly  kerbside  collection  continued  during  the  year. 

During  the  Summer  refuse  from  the  Borough  and  the  Rural  District 
was  disposed  of  in  the  Borough  refuse  tip  in  Lower  Way,  Thatcham.  No 
difficulties  were  experienced,  and  the  co-operation  by  the  Borough  was 
very  much  appreciated. 

Tipping  was  recommended  in  the  Pound  Lane  Refuse  Tip,  Thatcham, 
during  the  Autumn.  This  tip  will  have  been  completed  by  early  Spring. 
1965,  when  it  will  be  used  for  agriculture. 

The  paper  bag  system  of  refuse  continued  to  operate  at  the  Chapel 
Street  Housing  Site,  Thatcham.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  due  to 
the  slitting  of  refuse  bags  by  a  dog.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
replace  certain  holders  by  mesh  protected  holders,  and  it  has  been  agreed 
that  all  new  holders  fitted  will  have  a  mesh  protection  for  the  bag. 

Arrangements  are  in  hand  for  a  back  door  refuse  collection  system  to 
be  introduced  during  1965. 

Consideration  was  given  to  joint  tipping  by  the  Borough  and  the  Rural 
District  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  it  has  been  agreed  that  for  1965  joint 
tipping  will  take  place,  the  position  to  be  reviewed  during  1965. 


Food  Supplies: 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  shops  in  the  area  in 
addition  to  which  there  are  forty-three  hotels  and  public  houses. 


Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  (4  Bakeries)  ...  ...  11 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sugar  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fried  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


78 

Routine  visits  have  ensured  a  satisfactory  standard  under  the  Food 
Hygience  Regulations  and  no  formal  action  has  been  necessary.  Five 
butchers  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  and  55  premises 
are  licensed  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  The  slaughterhouse  at  Thatcham 
continued  to  operate,  and  as  in  previous  years  every  animal  and  its  viscera 
was  inspected. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered,  and  the 
amount  of  meat  condemned.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  killed  in  comparison  to 
the  previous  year. 


No.  of  animals 
slaughtered 

No.  of  whole 
carcases  condemned 

Estimated  weight  of 
Meat  condemned 
(in  pounds) 

Pigs 

..  19,239  (15,262) 

13  (28) 

16,784 

(15,153) 

Sheep 

2,857  (643) 

6  (1) 

519 

(97) 

Calves 

74  (53) 

2  (Nil) 

113 

(25) 

Totals  . 

..  22,170  (15,958) 

21  (29) 

17,416 

(15,275) 

The  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1963. 


Housing: 

Housing  Table: 

No.  of  dwellings  built: 

(a)  By  local  authority 

(b)  By  private  persons 

Inspections  of  dwellings  during  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  this  purpose  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and 
repairable  at  reasonable  cost  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit,  but  capable  of 
repair  at  reasonable  cost 

(4)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action 

(5)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  by  statutory  action 

(6)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 
were  made 

(7)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demoli 

tion  orders  . 

(8)  Number  of  dwellings  included  in  Clearance  Areas 

(9)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Clear¬ 
ance  Areas 

Grants  for  improvement  of  private  houses: 

Discretionary  grants 

Standard  grants  . 


Caravans: 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  licensed  sites: 

Site  No.  licensed 

100 


2 

3 

4 

5 


69 

30 

30 

18 


247 


10 

212 


151 

198 

1 

Nil 

45 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


26 

13 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  sixty-one  caravans  on  small  sites, 
containing  less  than  six  vans.  During  the  year  six  families  were  rehoused 
in  Council  Houses  from  caravans. 
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Rodent  Control: 

Treatment  is  carried  out  under  the  Joint  Scheme  with  Newbury 
Borough  and  Hungerford  R.D.C.,  and  the  following  table  is  a  copy  of  the 
annual  return  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food:— 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Local 

Authority 

(i) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Council 
Houses) 

(2) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(3) 

Total  of 
Cols,  i, 

2  &  3 
(4) 

Agricultural 

(5) 

1.  No.  of  Properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District  . 

25 

6.280 

713 

7.018 

409 

2.  Total  number  of 
properties  inspected 
as  a  result  of  noti¬ 
fication  .  2  129  31  162  20 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  in  fested  by: — 

Common  rat 

Major  .  1 

Minor  .  2  119  20  141  19 

Ship  rat 

Major  . 

Minor  . 


House  mouse 

Major  . 

Minor  . 

3.  Total  number  of 
properties  inspected 
in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the 
Act  .  14 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by: — 

Common  rat 

Major  . 

Minor  .  12 

Ship  rat 

Major  . 

Minor  . 


9  10  19 


125  3  142  131 


6 

98  2  112  122 


House  mouse 

Major  . 

Minor  .  Ill 
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Dwelling 

All  other 

Houses 

(including 

Total  of 

Local 

(inc.  Council 

Business 

Cols,  i, 

Authority 

Houses) 

Premises) 

2  &  3 

Agricultural 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

4.  Total  number  of 
properties  otherwise 
inspected  (i.e.  when 
visited  primarily  for 

some  other  purpose  —  4  37  41 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by: — 

Common  rat 

Major  . 

Minor  . 

Ship  rat 

Major  . 

Minor  . 

House  mouse 

Major  . 

Minor  . 

5.  Total  inspections 
carried  out  includ- 


ing  re-inspections  ... 

53 

471 

82 

606 

463 

(To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are 
readily  available). 

Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sec¬ 
tions  II,  III  and  IV) 
Treated  by  L.A.  ... 

14 

226 

33 

273 

149 

Total  treatments 

carried  out  includ¬ 
ing  re-treatments  ... 

23 

274 

42 

339 

186 

(to  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are 
readily  available). 


8.  Number  of  “Block” 
control  schemes 
carried  out  ...  6 
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Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

of  - 

No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

Premises 

Register 

tions 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 

enforced  by 
ities 

Local  Auth- 

6 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

(2) 

Factories  not 

included  in 

(1)  in  which 

Section  7  is 

enforced  by 
Authority 

the  Local 

68 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

(3) 

Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7 

is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority 

(excluding 

premises) 

out-workers’ 

Total  ...  74  28  Nil  Nil 


2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found.  (If  defects  are  discovered 
fit  the  premises  on  two.  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be 
reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Number  of 

Number  of  cases  in  which  cases  in 

defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3) 

,  ,  ,  ...  ... 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VIII 

OF  THE 

ACT. 

Outwork 

(Sections 

133  and  1 

34) 

No.  of 

No.  of 

out-workers 

cases  of 

No.  of 

in  August 

default 

No.  of 

instances 

list 

in  send- 

prosecu- 

of  work  in 

required 

ing  lists 

tions  for 

unwhole- 

by  Section 

to  the 

failure  to 

some 

Notices 

Nature  of  Work 

133(1)  (c) 

Council 

supply  lists 

premises 

served 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing  apparel 

; 

Making,  etc. 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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